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spring. The Maliahs are inhabited, among others, by
Kondhs, Savaras, Gonds, and Pano hill weavers. The
Kondhs formerly performed human or meriah sacrifices,
and the Madras Museum possesses a wooden post from
Balliguda, roughly hewn into the shape of an elephant's
head, on which the sacrificial victim was tied. In the
Vizagapatam district the Jeypore hills form a series of
plateaux, with an average elevation of 3,000 feet above the
sea. In the Agency tracts of the Godavari district is the
Rampa country, which was the scene of many disturbances,
commencing at the end of the eighteenth century, and
culminating in the Rampa rebellion of 1879. During one
of these disturbances, in 1834, the body of one Payaka
Rao, who was hanged by the British, was suspended in an
iron cage on a gibbet. In the jungles of Anantapur there
was formerly a gibbet, now in the Madras Museum, from
which two iron cages were suspended by iron hooks. Ac-
cording to local tradition, the two ringleaders of a band of
dacoits (robbers) were put alive into the cages, and starved
to death. On a stone near the gibbet was an inscription
recording that two men were hung in 1837 for killing a
man by throwing a noose. In the Kurnool district are
two ranges of hills called the Erramalas (red hills), about
600 feet above the sea, and the Nallamalais (black hills)
with Bhairani Konda (3,048 feet) as the highest point.
The latter are inhabited by the jungle Chenchus, who are
said to levy a toll in return for protecting pilgrims on their
way to the shrine of Mallikarjuna (Siva) at Srisailam.
The Palkonda or milk hills, which are said to derive their
name from the excellent grazing they afford, commence at
the sacred hill of Tirumala or Tirupati, and run through
the Cuddapah district into Anantapur at an average eleva-
tion of 2,000 feet above the sea. In the Nagari hills of the
North Arcot district are a peak called Nagari Nose (2,824
feet), and a plateau called Kettle Bottom, which serve as